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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LILONGWE 1456 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM 

SUBJECT: WORLD CONFERENCE TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION 

REF: (A) LILONGWE 1306 (B) CURRENT FOREIGN RELATIONS #35 
(PARA 7) 

ACCORDING TO ISRAELI EMBASSY CHARGE SHARON, WHO HAD 
MADE "INFORMAL" INQUIRY AT GOM MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS, MALAWI REP AT CONFERENCE WAS RELATIVELY 
INEXPERIENCED IN UN AFFAIRS AND MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS HAD NOT PROVIDED SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS AS TO 
HOW TO VOTE IN SUBJECT CONFERENCE. MINISTRY INFORMED 
SHARON THAT DELEGATES TO UN MEETINGS ARE INSTRUCTED 
TO ABSTAIN ON ISSUES FOR WHICH THEY HAVE NO INSTRUCTIONS 
BUT TO VOTE AGAINST RESOLUTIONS WHICH WOULD 
OFFEND ANY ONE OF THE FEW COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN MALAWI, IN THIS CASE ISRAEL. 
MINISTRY OFFICIALS SAID THAT ZIONISM/RACISM ISSUE IS 
DEFINITELY OPPOSED BY GOM, BUT GOM REP ABSTAINED 
BECAUSE OF ABSENCE OF CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS. 
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